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The I.W.W – Its History, Structure, and Methods by Vincent St. John 
 

 
“We must inscribe on our banner the revolutionary watchword, ‘Abolition of the wage system’” 

 
 
The Industrial Workers of the World (IWW), members of which are commonly termed "Wobblies," is an 
international labor union that was founded in 1905.  The philosophy and tactics of the IWW are described 
as "revolutionary industrial unionism," with ties to both socialist and anarchist labor movements.  The IWW 
promotes the concept of "One Big Union," and contends that all workers should be united as a social class 
to supplant capitalism and wage labor with industrial democracy. 
 
Vincent St. John (1876 – 1929) was an American labor leader and prominent Wobbly, among the most 
influential radical labor leaders of the 20th century. 
 
 

1. The I.W.W. – Its History, Structure, and Methods Part I (58:01) 
2. The I.W.W. – Its History, Structure, and Methods Part II (24:38) 

 
 
Read by P.J. Taylor.  Total running time: 1 Hour 23 Minutes 
 
 
This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified without 
permission. For more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org.  Cover image by the Industrial 
Workers of the World, originally published c. 1910.  
 
 
Cover design by P.J. Taylor. This design is in the public domain.  
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